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” «hereis an appacent-fall in the rates of Lands. Ns. 
-and fince jr is-as evident that the Wodllet® 


1C7r w 4 


tpal branch of our T and onl Stap «© mt Id 4 of 

our Engliſh Nation, which gives_lif& and* motion” to-all other | 
Trades lc can be no needlels enquiryto”s mine, whe- 
r"there be any un | ani 1 Trat 
of Time, which may-eirher check of rorard HEfree \ ſe of this . 


Maſter-wheel of our Trade, ſerving a private Iareceſt at the © 
.- expence of the Publick. 

Or whether the Profit ariſing out of the Woollen- ManufaQture 
Hf oguany divided berween the Country and the Ciry, as it juſtty 


I hall. wholly config my. ſelf (in this Addreſs) to my own 
-Proincs in p m plain mattersof fa&, and make it my task to ſhew, 
there is a defE& in both theſs particulars, which now offers 

to be redreſt in our Bill, * Wherein, alcha” my capacicy will nor 
reach to the heighth of the matcer, yer may give ſome Ugh, 
and, make way-for better Judgment: herein (being invaded 


in poiat of right) I hope 1 miy dept the moſt favour- 
able-couſtrugion, being an ac of nec and giot of choice. 
. The ſubſtance any incenc of our Bill "being only this. 


1, That Blackwell-Hall, the "common Markes a 4 and for 
Cloth, ſhall be wholly at the liberty of Clothiers, to [ell thety Cloth no 
Mercbants. and Woollen Drapers, according ro ancient Cuff om. And 
the Factors of Blackwell-Hall, om now got the poſſeſſion the 
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Cloths, of what County ſoever, ſhall be made 9 
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liſb-Man, and true 


fult, and have plenty 

command, as well of -their 

this Bill hath the impreſs of a publick Good upon it, 1 per- 

ſwade my ſelf it-will not be obftructed with Shadows. | 

- Along diſcourſe from a bauling Factor, in diſguiſe of a Mer- 

chant, in commendation of Pinzon-Cloth, when he —_— is 
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an comes fromthe ſpring of his own lncereſt, who be ſure 
nor oppole the Bill; if Cloth-cherehy ;,was not like ot 
pacorto hin: 067 +. a ER 4 4 
;»And I hope:the Land-Taxes in, thaGgunt 
as juſtly claim a confiderationg\aq-rh 
and ellinnry of a Factors Coach in 
to the niecit of our Bill. Fx. * > 
\-21. Ta:theficſt place; weare diſpofieſſedsof our right in. the com- © 
mon Market of Blackwell Hal]. The ſpacious buildings of Black» ; 
-web Hall; equally' accommodated to ' Trade, wersg alcogether 'de» , *- 
fign'd forthe benefic of Clothiers, co fell cheir Cloth to: Mer- | 
chants and Woollen-Drapers; and until about thirty years. laft 
paſt, ſo practiſed. j "Big _ 
By.a& of Common-Council of the City, .molt Cloth that is 
tto London, muſt be enter'd at Blackwel/-Hall, and pay a 
; which muſt be; grounded upon :reafon ; and that the 
Clothier ſhall have'an accommodation for his Money : TheToun- 
dation Rule of Buying and Selling 'in this packs Market,” is, 
that no Freeman of the City of Lovdony([hall have liberty co ſell 
any Goods there; and;that none butEreemen ſhall have liberty 
to buy aby Cloth. - * HT" 7 C 
This..courſg'of Trade is now whally-/diverted in the Selling. 
part, and all the Windowsof Blackwelk Hall, that, are .convenient 
to ſhew Cloth, are taken up by Factors, many of which are Free- 
men, and the: Clothier excluded from the Sale of his own Goods, 
and Jiſpoſieſt of his ancient right. 4 
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ure the 
affairs. of ehi6 Nation, 
the laborious es) in 
:hie Maſter of the ar 
oo by inſinuati Lendediof 


= _ have - no! ſmall 


| | Factoridge is four 
ne: All other charge of Poſt-Letrers, Hallidge, Porteri 
, &,-to be paid'by the Clorhi ; whiohvis now brought 
by near to the value accompr of 
o of two bungie where the Fieoridge was Ccighc 

Shillings-; the extraordinary-charge broughr up: to Gwen Sh: | 

lings fix Pence. 

In another accomptiof* the” ſate of nine pieces of Cloth, the. 

eiteaordinaryhargo bythe/FaGor, was twelve Pence 

jece more than oridge ; and the Cloth fold ewelve 

ce a Yard' wore 1s Gothie's price he left: chem at3, borh 
matters of Fact, 

The new prefling of Slow i Ghoomne -an; ievobiable fine. 

, ther” uponi the Clothierz | and -the returning of: Cloth after 
boughr, grown ſo familiar of lace' Years, thact there ts '\no\cea- 
tainty in a ſale many-cimes inthree Weeks or a Month ; which 

pradtice 
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Me is not Teen je the Clothier 56 rom: ſeneown, ind jo Bag 
enter'd co his account” whenſenr; fo charthe whole of one Fa- 
Aors Profir harti been computed at 30001. per; arrenm. How far 


_ this extragrdivary Cha th ihding! Commodity 
- of or Nation is Comtene wich a Plc Good ears 


ps rs Farth, Clothiery well Factors . 
4 Birr qo arnbge ane ur} howto rok 


© ries '16/thake' Cloth for theny;/ this/chiefly! incouraged in\com- - 
- | Jutiion with the Intereſt of the Wookbrogger: And here Idaw- 4 
net--give a full account of this! Aﬀais; withour caking: hotice” of 
the Packer, who is com6iits for” a res ay} indeed an-excellent* 
contrived Platform!  -- ; 

The ſale of Cloth itt Zovidon is wholly -in-ohe hands of Factors 
and Packets, and the Metchanrs being ; polleſ2; thar they. haves 
eater benefit therebyy than if ehey; bought ir of che Elothiers 

Ic Ie fk "been uſtal for a conſiderable Merchant wheave the buy- 
ing or five hundred Cloths- co-a confiderable Packer, and- 
eake his account _ up to\his hand; the. Packer, being under 
my "eb Neate bom [Mercharit, in-peint of his own'Trads, 
of His fiderhafi'the Clothiers, yet LO 
Yo 


be} 06. 
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IT 101 ſve at ors vt = Vgt | B06 
nitig being manual m ya Guin, 
ET. ted Wy 
5mach varof the Wool, __ F<: auth Be 

he will take care to furhiſh with 
one Wegte pap pay:che) Work-People, and: 


(OF Re nE ane i this, 
Wheel going, NG ror berrer irer thier for ſm 


: err © Thisx SON ſo farprevail'd, chac DIY a —_— 
is made; int this Channe], I know;not-whether 
b'hal6-{:This-unbappy mifctvet folely in- 
-the Metehanc and -Clothier, . And: 
In che; Merchant, which :likewile 
3:whilſt Merchants boughe cheir Gloch, | 
at Blackwel Hall, and examined it at- their own-Houſes, : which 
. was the pradtice:ob former time: this' maintain'd/Experience;and 


'bs Judgment'in Gloth;! 45: not to-be .procur'd; and maintalnd 
8 but by fieh-a frequett:uſe ;/and for ingouragement hergins our 
| Cloth-is a cleanly: Commodity, and- pleaſant to; be felt;- bug, 


quoth the Proverb, A: Man's own bujeneſs never dirts bus Fingers:- 
And the Apprentice which-had always a hand-jn pooling the 
Cloth over #he- Perch, 'was hereby bred up to knowl inthe 
Clath ” as and when he kept che Caſh ac home, PR he 

O- 
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—_ 


Kors gn inche Woollen 
ba 


Clochier that made.the Cloth, fold ir to the Mercbanr, and 


"heard. the. faults: of. his own Cloth ;* and forc'd ſometimes, not 


- 


"delight of'a Factor, Ap Peogorjanghly as flow, as ſoon as byy- 


:only to, promiſe amendmgng -himſclf,. but to. go home and tell 


Joan, tohave.the, Wool better pigk'd, and the Yarn better Spun. 

The. Wool, was uſually boughtin: che Summer, and a good Stogk 
of Goods ſeen.in the Clothiets.hand, which .is a great incourage- 
ment to. the making of good Cloth.; and Wool held up, in thole 


.days to a Price that-the former had intouragement. 


This great. Wheel of Trade, that, is. now, kept :going, mult go 
ſwiftly. cound againlt /a-Shipping, the Cloths like .the Sos - of 


.Cadmms, of a. nimble Rirth ; the Wool ſent from- London this 


Week, and returned .in Gloth in five or ſix Weeks, whica is the 


ing 


E 


ing is over; the alotment of o_—_ to 'a Cloth, dard pd lace, 
by the Agent in the Conntry, is very Tanting:: To: 
added, 6 condition of it Ron a thoiſt CONG- and bad _ 
C2 down, great part coming down in the Winter, mn 
el! bps For but a Jos *Conmodiey $ laid itr the Loom nine 
__ quarters and 2h half wide, which formedy was kid twelve quar- 
- . rers,qand as mich Cloth dreſt by ewo Men, as could'be' done by 
four, was' the Cloth- well made, \aftd had its deferts.: No cave in 
the Country, but a'quick diſpatch to Londen to the Factors, and 
How-to make an additionto the ſmall Salary, b putting off all 


; Jorts of Commodities to the Work-People, which is come almoſt 


to a peneral praQtice in this way of Trade, poſlibly five ſhillings 
in Money, jak fifreen in Commodities. Is 
t5= This brings to Market ten Cloths, with the ſame Woel that 
formerly made bur nine, which always keeps aftock at Market, 
and therein anfwers the Merchants end in bearing down the 
Price: And-as it affe&ts the Publick in the loſs of our Reputati- 
on abroad, it fikewife immediately concerns us at home in the 
Price of Wool. In fifty 'thonfand Cloths'that are likely ro be 
ſent-co Tarky, which contain in the Water thirty fix yards each 
Cloth, and fſtrain'd to forty four, and as great a proportion in 
breadth (a great diſparagement to our Reputation and miſchief 
eo the Publick; ) there wants ſix or eight pounds of Wool one 
Cloth with the other, to make the fame'yards of Cloth ro the 
goodneſs they were of -in former times, when the Clothiers ſold 
their own Cloth : This quantity of Wool remaining upon the 
Farmer's hand,-which ſhould have been in the ſame yards of 
Cloth, muſt needs make an odds in the Price of Wool; and 
had that quantity of Wool been added to the fame yards of 
Cloth, the Cloth had been donble the value of 'the faid Wool *' 
berter, in the true merit and fervice of it ; And whatſoever may 
be faid of new Drapery, and humonring of Markets abroad, o- 
therwiſe than in Breadths to-anſwer the Habits of all Countries, 1 
take to be nothing but private Intereſt. And that Statute of the 
Fourth of - James the Firſt , Chapter the Second, holding 
Cloth to a weight, was very agreeable with the true Intereſt of 
the Nation : the weight of Cloth being duly proportioned to its 
length and goodneſs, according to good 'advice, eſpecially in 
low Price Merchants Cloth ; and ought again to be, conſidered 
how valuable the Reputation of any - Commodity is, to its in- 
COU» 


ws 4 bee 
couragement abroad, is plainly Teen by the ſingle inftance of 
Colcheſter Bays, which carry the Trade in all Parts abroad, _ 
their due care in preſerving the merit and frond of them ; 
and indeed Reputation can came fram no other ground, © 


6. But the moſt material Miſchief chat the Country ſuffers un- 
der, wholly incroduc'd by the Factor, is the long credit given 
with Clath. | | | 
The ſtandard Rule wich malt Cloth thatis Sold, is fax Months ; 
which, if paid in nine, is aot chought bad payment, many times 
not in twelve, ſometimes fitteen. 
_. To ſupport this extorted and prepoſtrous Credit, and drive 
Trade round too, the whole Country is forc'd to raiſe its poſſe 
Comitarws, and like a ſtring of Horſes in a Team, many times 
forc'd to lend their afliſtances at a dead lift. The Clothier's 
Sock, and the natmoſt of his Credie firſt goes, then the Card- 
maker, the Weaver, [train their Credivto the utmoſt : Afterwards 
the Butcher and the Chandler lend as far as they think ſafe: And 
the Farmer ſtrains his Landlords patience as far as ever he can 
and if Michaelmas Rent be cleared at Lady day, he is a very 
good -Tenant. | 
In former days, a Clothier was reckon'd to be able to keep 
one broad Laom well imploy'd, with fifty pounds, if be bought 
his Yarn; orif he made his Cloth aut of the Wool, with one 
hundred pounds, which now is not to be done with three bun- 
dred pounds in this way of Trade ; and the Clothier turn'd his 
Stock three times in thoſe days far once now: He Sold his Cloth 
to the Merchaw, and receiv'd his Money, and went out of Town 
again in two or three days; it was then thought a refletion upon 
the Merchant that he dealc with, if he tarried longef, ſuppoſing be 
waited for his Money. Heu quantum mutats ab ills! Now three 
Weeks waiting upon a Factor ar Packer for a little Money, all 
ſwallowed up in che great City, and the Country ſtarved 3 and 
this chiefly incrocuc'd by the delign of the Factor, to keep the 
Clothier trom buying Wool of the Merchant, or where he hath 
no adyantage- by it. 

"This Credit doch not ſpring- from a real want of Money to 
buy Cloth; there be many Merchants and Woollen-Drapers that 
now buy .Cloch and make good payment, that would buy twice 


as much, and do the like, if the Trade was more in their handy 
| 3} Ys whic 
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which would be the” conſequence, if the Clothiers'fold their own 
Cloth; and, hereby there wonld be a: greater Stock-of Money 
drawn into the Cloth Trade, than world be withdrawn by the 
FaRors and Wool-broggers 3 and whatſoever Clothier was ing=- 
nious at his Trade, he. would find more favour hence, if his Stock 
was ſmall, than he hath now from aFacor. | | 

The Factors. by this deſigned Credit, hath carried the Cloth 
Trade into too, wide a diſtance (I wiſhit be brought ſafe home :) 
Few old Clothiers knew any ſuch place as Wapping, where a paic 
bf Shoes may now be worn out a dunning for'the Money of ewo 
or three Pieces of Cloth : And indeed, a great ſhame that che 
beſt Commodity of our Ezgliþ Nation ſhould be thus unde:- 
valued. - 

Whatſoever Commodity is bought by the Merchant beſides . 


. 


- Cloth, as Tin and'Lead, they meet with good pay ment, and 


che Clorh found the eafieft place to lean upon : And no part of 
the Wollen-Manufatare, that is fold according to 'the Will of 
the Maker, but meets with good payment, Colchefter-Bays, Stuffs, 
Serges, Perpetutna's, 8&Cc. a 

Bur here is another Snake in the Graſs, lurking in this Credit; 
which is very prejudicial to the Country, and poflibly little ob- 
ſerved; the Clothier's Stock being got into the Merchant's hand; 
and no Money tao be raiſed out of any Goods he hath upon hand 
at Shear-time : The Merchants hereby govern the Clothiers at that 
time as they pleaſe, and thereby govern the Price of Wool. We 
always find it the difficules time to ger Money out of the Mer- 
chants hand at Shear-time.' If the-Clorhier had his Money in his 
own hand, he hath ſeveral reaſons to lay it out.at that time, and 
this of gteater moment than obſervation, whatſoever pretence 
for Credit may be made' on the Merchants fide, by their long 
Voyages to Turky, the contrary for many]years paſt hath appear'd, 
irt their deferring their Shippings, for their advantage in Buyin 
and Selling ; nimble Shippings would make nimble returns, an 
very much for the good of the Publick ; and the inconveniencies 
they found by giving Credit with their Goods in Tarky, hath 
made poſitive order againſt -it. And the hazard the Clorhier run 
with his Eſtate, in. the preſent management of Trade, .is not 
the leaft of his misfortunes; in great part of the Cloth that- is 
ſold,” he is in two hazards; 'befides the Principle, the Factor and 
Packer, whoſe Receipt 'to the Merchant is a full diſcharge. 
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7. And this leads me, humbly to offer x ſhort account of ouf 
Calamities from our -broken FaRors, omicrting the bad Debs 
that” chey have been the Authors of, which are unaccountable- 
And here could I firſt ſummon the: Clotbiers of Shepper-mallet, to 
give an exact account of” their Fator Stroud, and the unex 
diſappointment of their fuppore -of-old "Ape, after: a laborious 
Trade : Or the Creditors of Duntome, to fer out the variety of 
his footfteps, it would be a melancholy Hiſtory : Or 'did'T in- 
fiſt upon freſher Inſtances, I ſhould find as many Creditors be- 
longing to one broken Factor, as St.' Paul received ftripes from 
the Fews : 1 can'e but wiſh their Guilt ity the place of his Inno-- 
cy, and each ' Creditor the content of one ſtripe, according to 
ther Fewiſh Law 3 and farther add, that had the firft broken-Fz> 
&or been defervedly Whipt, we had never had one Factor broke 
three” times, which practice is grown ſo fatniliar, theſe lace 
years, and fo afflicting to careful Traders, I think ic deferves con- 
fideration in the general, and a Law wanting'in ſuch caſes, eſpe: 
cially where there can be no fair accompr given of misfortunes ; 
it being impoflible for a FaRor to break, or meer. with any loſs, 
and no more excuſe than ſpending forty thillings a Week, when 
his Wages was but ewenty. The cime would -tail me to- keep ts 
particulars herein, and our Lofles beyond my. Arithmitick : or 
ſhoald I endeavour to fer forth the variety of Abuſes that. hath 
been practiced in this way of Trade, their placing bad Debts ts 
Accomprt as they ſee fit, pretending Credit ſomerimes when rea- 
dy Money received, and the like, x would be too large a task 
ro enter upon , and, which addsro the Cxlamity, the miſchief is 
like to encreaſe with their number, which is like to double every 
ſeven years; ſome of chem having two or three Apprentices. 
I have given an account of the current profit of our Fators, and 
now of another ſort, that we parted with to our loſs; we are 
likewiſe liable to a third fort, which I think are Latitudineriar: 
Factors; theſe will be fure to Cheat as oft as they: have oppor- 
tunity, Should a Clothier die and leave an Eſtate in one of 
theſe Factors hands, an make a diſpoſal according to-his own 
Judgment, of his Eſtate, he will-be very likely to. make a Wick- 
haris Will ; in which- particular, we.are not' without a. conſids- 
rable inſtance :: And thus much of our Factors. 

I come now to the ſecond part-of my. promite ;! as likewiſe to 


the ſecond-partiof our Bill, ro.ſhew. chat there is an unequal * 
viſion: 


&. . &@ IS 
xifon of the Profic rarifing out of the Weollen Manufacture be- 
ewween the-Gounery: andthe City. | 
_ The growth and perfetian of the Weollen- Manufacture be- 
hog -inticely owing tothe Country, and the Shopharg care, the 
chief {ſpring of our Riches and Treaſure. The King, as Solomon 
tells us, being Fed by the Fidld, and the Riches of Foreign Parts 
not ta be procur'd and braught home, but by a Value ſent hence, 
_ which is wholly comprehended. in the Fleece ; afair ſhare of the 
Profit ariling; out of the Woollen-Manufatture, 'cannot be denied 
-t© the Country.  And- there can: be no equal diviſion of this 
Profic berween the: Country and the City, but by a fair Sale of 
che Wooken-Manufacture 1n a publick Market, where cach In- 
eereſt may fairly ſtruggle, as in all Buying and Selling, and be 
upon equal ground to the leaſt tittle, which is che niceſt part of 
"Trade; diſcretion and prudence in timing of Affairs in a Market 
er Fair, doth many: times give the Buyer an advantage, when 
his occaſion is as urgent: for the Commodity; as the Seller for his 
Money ; and Experience ſhews us, that when there happens the 
Jeaſt diſproportion on each fide, the Commodity either ſinks or 
riſeth. In all Trades the-Seller, where the Intereſt is his own) 
conſalts his Reaſon to make the moſt of his Commodity, and 
. for his Government, diligently obſerveth what demand there is 
for his Goods: The Buyer on the other hand, uſeth his Induſtry 
to get as good a penniworth as he can, and obſerveth the Plenty 
of the Commodity: and number of Chapmen, &«c. and between 
theſe honeſt and equal conteſts, a full farisfation on both ſides 
doth fairly center ; 1n a litele ebbing and flowing, if a little ground 
tolt before 's Shipping, recovered again when the Shipping cames 3 
And for che juſt preſervation hereof, the care of our:Anceltors 
hath not appear'd in any-thing more, than that publick Markets 
for Buying and Selling ſhould be duly preſerved, that thereſhould 
be no- Fore-ſtailing Commdatlities coming to Market, &c. and 
the ſtrict care of che City of London, that all Cloth ſhall be 
broughc to this publick Market of Blackwell- Hall, ſeems to come 
from the fame confideration. | 
The Woollen-Manufa&ure now being ſo conſiderable a part 
of our-livelihood in the Country, and the value of Wool hav- 
ing fo great an effe& upon the value of Land, and the Market 
of Blackwel- Hal, the moſt confiderable Market of - England for 


our Cloth, there ought ro: be a'fair adjuſtment of the Rules of 
this 
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this common Market, between'the Country" atnd* City; with all 
imaginable caution, «nd as firidt an tinjundion to the perfor- 
mance, that the Seller may be upon equal ground 'with the 


er. 

_ And the ancieritRules'of this Markevof Blackwel-Hall, fettled 
in. former time, feems 'to be. a (fair accommodation between 
Cotinery and Orp *% 9 $97 211% 

Many of the Clothierg having a conſiderable Journey - of arr - 
hutdred mfles to this Marker, ic ſeems to me to be confidered in 
the timing of the "Marker, allowing the firſt pare of the Week. 
for the Journey. This Market to begin upon Fhwr/dey morning: 
eight of the Clock; ro continue until} eleven of the Clock, and: 
then fbur-up, to begin in'the Afternoon at ewe of the Clock;.and 
continue ufttil four, and then 'fhut-up : In like manner, all day 
upon Friday, and Saturday. morning until eleven of the Clock,. * 
then co bz lock'd up, and no more open'd upon any occafion of 
Trade, until the next Week Marker : and no Cloth any where: 
elſe in Town to'be bought at-the firſt hand, but at Blackwell Hall; 
which I think to be very well-proporciond in time betweerr 
Buyer and Seller : This kept the Merchant to ſome diſpatch 
with the Clethior, and he fairly ſaw what demand there was for 
Cloth. 

The duty paid at the Halt for the Entry of every Cloth; was, 
I think, one Penny a'Cloth ; and what Cloth was not fold- by 
che Clothier (if he had no mind to wait afttother Market, which 
was very unufual in thofe days) was plac'd up in the Stor&-Hou- 
ſes, which are provided for that purpoſe, until the Clothier- 
came up again, or he order'd ſome other Clothier to at in kind- 
neſs for him; and T think, free of all Charge, or at leaſt ought to 
be ; the fatiegue of ſo'redious a Journey, and the confiderable 
advantage the City of Londen make in' other particulars, may 
fairly deſerve the free accommodation of a Market ; and the 
practice of all Cities and Towns in Ezgland confirm the ſame. 
A well made piece of Cloth, broughr to its perfe&tion, contains 
more merit and beauty than to be expos'd to: the leaſt inconve- 
niency : and not the leaft allowance ro be made in this particu- 
lar, which, I hope, will be fairly adjuſted. 


I will now give a true and impartial Account, of the preſent: 


management of the1ale of Cloth, and the practice of -chis com- 
mon. 
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mon Markerof Bleckwell-Hall, to.the, beſt of my knowledge. 


* 


. .,, All Cloth, according. ancupe Cuſtom, 1+ here Enzer'd, and 


pay a Puty,.-chink,., one-Penny--a-;Cloth, tho' many times 
carried'dire&ly to Packers Houſes, and what Cloth is continued 
in the Hall, pay one. halkpenny, a: Week for each Pieceof, Cloth, 
which is now, very conſiderable, by aſon of 1o many Faars, 
"Who os willing to grace their Standings with as, fair a. ſhew. of 
«choite as they can, but:all, of; them. reckon'd.tp the Clathier, in 
the upper Halt; whers it-is-moſt. conſiderable ;; The Score-Houſes 
of che ſaid Hall.are;let out to. Factors for their accommodation, 
at a yearly. Rent, ſome to other purpoſes, to hold Linnen, Yarn, 
or the.like: Whag.Money arilezh out of this publick Market, by 
theſe. ways and4neans, - more than will. defray. the charge of ne- 
ceilary auendance, 1s ,monthly. paid into. Chr; Church Hoſpical, 
being very conſiderable, and dilpos'd of as-che City Charity ; 
From which. Charity, and. the. conſiderable difficulty that ariſes 
from the. due adjuſtment of .che limits of ſa many ſtandings-of 
the Factors,-and. ſupplying the .yacancies that happen, with all 
the juſtice that may be, amongſt ſo many Pretenders : There ars 
ſeveral Governours appointed by che City, to. hear and determine 
all Occurrences of . that nature that happen ; and which is a lit- 
le remarkable, there-are ſome FaQors got up into this Govern- 
ment, . whether in Compliment co. the Clothiers, or whether, from 
the ſcarcicy; of ſuch grave,,qualified Perſons, . for. ſo weighty a 
purpoſe,. I know nat, z however, I think top great Favorites of 
the City to be ſtrenuous Contenders for the true Intereſt of the 
Country, in keeping up the Price of Cloth, and from hence, lit- 


- xle appearance, of Succels at .this Court, from any , application 


that mighr be: made by. the Clothiers againſt the Factors. 


But nocwithſtanding all theſe. credicable, and good:effeds of fo 


conſiderable and publick a Market, | Blackwell-Hzll is no more in 
effe& than 'a Store-Houſe, and a place that the command of. the 
City obligeth Cloth to be enter'd atz and the continuance of the 
Market, from Thur/day to Saturday of no more ſignification than 
the preſerving an ancient, Cuſtom : Here are. a confiderable num- 
ber of Woollen-Drapers upon Thur/4ay morning, to fee what freſh 
Cloth is come up, or whether any thing new, but under "no 
neceſticy of the Market, having been courted the day before wirh 
all che treſh Patterns of the Cloth, coming up by the Factors, a de- 
{tructive practice to Trade in the geheral: And upon any day of 

the 


» 


CHEF: 
the Week, -can-go to any Factors Hbute or Store-Houſe, and, bi 
whit Cloth they pleaſe ; nor indeed is the Sale of Cloth to t 
Woollen-Dr in this publick Market of any real ſignification, 
for they con ahitly return half the Cloth that is there bought 
without giving a reaſon. ' This practice incouraged by a lictle pri- _ 
vate Profit (I doubt) that hereby accrues to the Factor, by going 
ſnips in the new prefling,” a very unequal practice to the Maker ; 
hereby if-cheir judgment do a little err in the Market, it's cerrains 
ly-rectiffd by compare at home, and a Gonfuk of Afliſtants : And 
a nice diſtinion in the true value of Cloth or Wool, is not ob- 
eain'd without diligent obſervation.» and the Clothier mult be at 
2 loſs, if his judgment in the leaſt fail him in the publick Marker, 
in his Wool, whilſt he hath not the fair play of a publick Mar- 
ket to balance it, and the return of Cloth by the Woollen-Dra- 
per, after lain in his Shop-a Fortnighte or three Weeks, which is 
now very uſual, is very prejudicial to the Clothier in point of fancy 
in Colour; the Woollen-Draper hereby informs himſelf by his Cu- 
ftomers that come 1n,. whether the Colour will pleaſe or not, and 
there being a neczflityof variety co humour the preſent genius of 
the World, this fancy ought to be decided by ſingle judgment in a 
publick Market ; eſpecially fince ic's evident, chat our Woollen- 
Cloth, by this fancy and variety is become more uſeful ; and ex- 
perience ſhews us, that 2 well-made Piece of truc Scatler, ftrip'd 
with a good fancy in Black, may. give a-challenge to the whole 
World in the lining of a Charioc, nor Sly for ics true uſefulnels 
and ſervice, but.equal luſtre and beauty : And if fancy was ever 
regulated by the true Intereſt of the Nation, it may gain a greater 
advantage in Beds : No humour fo gay, but here may be varie- 
ty to an{wer it ; which inconveniency ca the Clathiers (had I not 
already balanced with the Factors) I might fairly place to their 
accompts.. And for the Merchants Trade for Turky, there 1s no 
ſhadow of that at Blackwell Hall z or if any Merchant incline to 
buy Cloth at his own Houſe, ſo many ſamples are preſently ſene 
in by Factors, chat Plenty' makes him Poor, and he knows not 
which co gratifie.. - A Clothier may now ſtand by his Cloth in 
the beſt Place he can . find at Blackwell-Hall4 one Market after 
another, like an Owl in the Defare, and never fee a. Merchant, 
\which will ſoon enough attra& a Kite or an Hawk, a Packer or a 
Factor, both which are Birds of Prey, in buying of Cloth to 
ſell it again, and the Clothier wholly becomes an ——_ 

; C cerne 
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cerned Perfor in the Sale of his own:Goods 3, as if hecame from 
< fore remote part of the World, and could not ſpeak Engliſh, 
atid knew not how co diſpoſe his own time, were it not for 
ſociable Tabaconift-Shops, whom Cuftom, and a little. Profit, 
bath:made a familiar. entertainment ; [his Spirits kepr- up/by: the 
| tivpes'of his Factor, whoonce aday-will come to him, and ſhake 
' him by the hand, and! acquaint him, he'is. in hopes 'of a good 
Chapman, ' at a litfle-.abatement, and incourage a Compliance; 
but after all, the Merchant is gone out of Town for ten days, but 
doubt not of the full Price when he comes to Town, and a lit- 
tle Money advanc'd uponthe old account, and Ex. 
"The Clothier muſt be at/ a loſs for a Merchant, if the publick 
' Market will not afford him one, and muſt be beholding to fome in- 
feriour aſſiſtance, : The 'Merehaxt would come to the publick Mar- 
ket, if he was noe ſatisfied that chis practice of buying of Cloth 
was more for. his'profit. - And if the Packer and: FaQor, who 
have the Sale of the: Cloth, be-more of the Mereborrts fide than the 
Clothiers, how-farimay: this prevail, by degrees, 't6 the beatin 
- down of' the Price of Cloth ? The Packers:Houſe, in whi 
there is a greater Trade for Merchants Clorh, than the publick 
© Market of Blackwell- Hall,” is only free to fuch Merchants as are 
his friends; ſuppoſing ſome great Packer,'of Intereſt and Cun- 
ning, ſhould get into his hands imolt of che'choiceſt Cloth of a 
Coutitry;\which' may be eaſily done, if ſome'conſiderable Mer- 
chants will ſtick by hin, Ynd chey agree together, that this Cloch 
| ſhall wholly come into their hands ; may not this be” ſome kind 
| of Monopoly ; and ſome Mertbanrs out-do others? I am fare 
hereby a few-great Packers grow vaſtly rich and imporverith others, 
Experience ſhews us, that as 'Trade is now managed, the Mer- 
8. chant never -makes any advanice it! a dull cime of Trade: The 
"ll Packers many times prevail with their Clothiers to die Cloth up- 
$f on rheir account in the Summer, when'there hath been a little 
| proſpect of Trade in the Winter ; at which time drying is ha- 
| Zardous, in which, if a miſcarriage, it lights upon the Clothier, 
and the longer time, at laſt, for payment, 'to be-procured by the 
Merchant; and no Citizen battunderſtands-the value of Money, 
Seven per Cent. to the Exchequer, or otherwiſe. That which 
0 fool'd Bellarmine in Tranſubſtantiation, and he'could never pet 
i. over, i, atthis time made: good- by fome great Packers and Fa- 
j Q&ors: They: have the {ame Clothiers atwork'for them in two 
@ | places 
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withheir hands, and'in heir Cloſets, by their Tallies, which is 
a Subſtance that equally effetsthe fame end. This great City(wers 
it not for che ſupport of life, )-I think, would like | 
Pelyphemer, devour the Country *,, This being the Awe bunjai 
preſent management of the Sale of our. Woollea:Ma-. *p#. 
gafacuure, .in undgniable' matters of Fat, I ſhall - 

got further inſiſt upon the unequal diviſion of the Profit between 
the Country and the City. A blot in Game is no blot until hics 
apd if the younger Brother hath out-wicted the elder 


ol come .now, in all ſubmiſfion;.to the third part of our Bill, 


the marking of -Pinion-Cloth. 


” That Cloth made of Pinions and Noyles, is of a worſe quality 


| than Cloth made of perfet Flzece-Wool, admits no diſpute, the 


one being made of the - Holdmg-Staple of the Wool, the other with 
the Flocky part of che Wool, chat is ſeparate from che long Staple. 
The quantity of -Pinions.that uſually ariſe out of this loyg Wool, 
isabout two pound in twelve, in an ordinary way of making them. 
In the next place, when this Pinion-Cloth is made tp, and 
Hot-preſs'd, the warieſt Buyer is liable to be deceived. 
|. The reſolution: of former Parliaments, in this particular, may 
be of ſome moment to confirm the reaſonablenets of-it now, as 
in ſeveral - Stattices appears, ' it was not; admitted into Broad- 
Cloth; and the narrow Cloth to have one black Liſt, and che 
ether a plain Selvage, as appears by the Statute of 
King James the Bild, The quantity of theſe Pigi- * Anno quarto 
ons is, much; increas'd, as the 'Trade of Stuffs and _ Jacobi cop. 2, 
Serges+ But: af the care' of -our. Ancelters was-{uch, 
in _# le quamity, w-preferve our reputation. abroad, the ſame 
reaſan is cercainly ſtrengthened by its increaſe: But for tarcher can- 
firmation, I will-here inſert a particular Character that I faw of 


© Ks reputation from Smyras, which was, That the 'Levew Compa- 


ny had better buy , vp che. raskally Pinion-Cloth, and-- fer ic on 
Fre, than ſend it thicher. 

By another publick Declaration, from the fame place, ir aps 
pears, that ſeveral Perſons that bought quantities of it were un- 
done by ir. Ons Cariboyle, an 4rmenien, turned Turk, to have 
the benefit of the Laws of Twrky, againſt an Engliſh M-rcbayt that 
fald him a quantity of it, and recovered ene hundred and eighty 
Dollars. * —*dlbn'sr Caſe. 4 Irs 
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Tres reputation abroad; 'when experienc'd, farther appears b 
ics ſhifting at home, and ap Loople Market, like ; omar 
changeable Shapes of all the Letrers of che' Alphabet. 

And if homo trium hominum, was a character of eminence of 
old, what muſt four and twenty make? ——— ——— bomo trium 
literaram "to the publick. 9 

And that'this Cloth-may be well ſuited with-Batrons, T can'c 
' but* recommend -Bengall-Silk:, '( the kindneſs 'of the Ezf-India 
Company, in return of our Bullion ) being near of a quality for 
ſervice: * The unhappy effeas of which ſufficiently appear at 
this time, when you ſhall not ſee one Mats in five that hath any 
Silk upon \s Burton, a great check to the Wovllen-ManufaRure. 

And I doubt not but Pinion-Cloth hath wrought the ſame ef- 
feats abroad, put People, in many places, upon ſetting up ſome 
Fabrick of their own. | 

A deceitful Commodity will ſoon bring its felf out of eſteem, 
and'ean never. bear up againſt Experience: 3 

The.advantage we got upon the Tarks, in the'way of Baxter 
at'the firſt; is known only by private Perſons, butrhe effe&t more 
publick'at home, and the Cheat, paid to the Silk-man; as'much 
deceit appearing inthe opening of a Bail of Ardaſs Silk, asthere 
could be in Pinion-Cloth; andiconditional Bargains, / for the moſt 
part, made-in the Commodity. | 

And how unhappy- muſt the' conſequence- of this be, '6n both 
fides, to a Publick Good, when our Cloth 'is the only proper 
Commodity for the Twrks, and their Silk altogerher as uſeful to 
us? And how uneafie muſt Trade be carried on, when- there is 
a miſtruſt and jealouſie on both fides, where -iccati't-well be ma- 
naged but by a dependance upon Reputation and Honeſty ? - - 

Another Argument of advantage to the Publick, arifes' from 
the greater conſumption of Cloth that would be occaſion'd here- 
by.- 4f this Cloth were mark'd, and fold according to its merit, 
the Price of it thereby would be leſſened ; and-it would come 
into many hands that can't now reach the -Price of- Cloth, -and 
be avoided by others, that are now deceived by it, and hindred 
from good Fleece-Wool Cloth that they expected 3 and: hereby 
the Price of Good Cloth would be more advanc'd than the other 
Iflened, confidering the quantity. And further, if this Cloth 
was mark'd, and well known amongſt our ſelyes, it would be 
{ure to be ſent abroad on its-proper Errand. - Should a yy 
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ſend a quantity of Bays to'Ruſſs;/ his Ineelle& in Tiads would bs 


calf'd in queſtion in fo cold-a Climate ; and the ſame; ſhould a 
well-made Piece of Drab-Cloth, be ſenc into-Spoin. In like man- 
ner, Pinion looſe Cloth may. be- mach properer in Spein and 
Portugal, where it is made into looſe Garments, that are not put 
ro ſtrefs, than in Ruſis,, where no Cloth can-be too good to ſup- 
port in fo frigid a Climate: And I may confidently affirm, thac 
the decay and loſs of thar Trade is very much owing to Pinion 
bad Cloth ; to retrieve which Ruſs Trade, there can be nopro- 
perer undertaking, ' in purſuance of 2 Publick Good ': But this 
will becrying ſtinking Fiſh abroad. The Golden Rule, we ſay, 
is ro: do as-we-would be done by. Should- a Gcademan ſend ts 
Servant imo'the Marketco buy a Lamprey (a Fiſh of value) and 
he ſhould be pur upon/ with a Conger-Eel, and” che 'Chear dif 
covered by the Maſter's Palate, would 'ic not fit uneatie in his 
Stomach ? or ſhould Compechia or Silveſter bz fold for Cechinele, 
being much alike, irs would! be a:Cheat to the Buyer, alcho? both 
of them will make a graia Colour; and the Price being *propor- 
tioned co: thei merit of: each, it can -be no hindrance to eithers 
And why is the Tower mark .put upon Plare? 'Oar- reputation 'a- 
broad, in this/parricular;: is.ot greacer value to che Intereſt of che 
Nation,.than achome, wr. there with other Nations. - Be- 
fides, . how many Imprecarions hath 'been powered: our -upot-us, 

by this occaſion-to the. firtt;! ſecond,'and: rhird Generation, and 

the name of God' blaſphemed amongſt the Turks, thro? us -Chri- 
ftians:!? We read of che Primitive;Chriſtians in che Skins of wild 

Beaſts z- bur lo here are wild Beaſts nn the Skins of Chriftiaas, 

devouring. Turks and. Armenians ; And how reflecting:/for an Ar- 

menian to turn Turk, and recover in'thismanner of 'a'Chriſftian,; 

it hath, I think, loudly-.enough / proclainr'd irs quality, (without 

a Cryer, and prov'd fo fnappith a Cur'in oar Ware-houſes abroad, 

that.ir its not only our generous latereſt, but neceflity, to ſhew its 
Muzel, and Salomen decides the point, who tells us, That Righte- 
ouſneſs exalts a Nation. , 

And this brings me gradutlly to the: next part of our Bill, That 
all-Cloth : chat is made of perte& Flecce-Wool, ſhall be mark*d 
with the-Letters WW Crown'd, which: hath a lictle.connexion 
with: the laſt. 

It:is noleb the ſubje& of admiration -than pity, and indeed 
notorious in fact, that the 'W oolen-Manuta@ure, which is { you 
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bath always been eficem'd Y the. Glory of Dur, Engle: Nation, 
Hee, 77 do imbas'd, and become the” free gh: each Ma- 
kgrs private Intereſt.. [ad 4D RY 

_ And whereas, thirty years laſt paſt, ic was the ſtudy and great 


. care, both of Merchant ' and Clorbrer; that the goodneſs of the 


Commodity ſhould , be prefervedaccarding to: its ' Worthineſs: 
Wichia this twenty-yeavs laſt -pait, the -current.of Trade hath 
Tun as violent-ia the contrary Channel; ' and that Clothier found 
the moſt incouragement- in the: Merchants way, that made it the 
moſt flight;and deceittul; it is became almoſt a Cheat in ics felf,cthat 
it may thereby,be: made the ſubject.of. a greater, . in its:exceflive 
Kraining, of it; 40 both! which particulars;! we . are now arrived 
to ſuch perfeRioh; thatit's, but reaſonable to think, that: this is 
the laſt, parcel of Cloth /we-intend co {ll the Turks, | 
A ſhame. indeed, that fuch Cloth ſhould be 1zen abroad, bear- 
ing the name of. Emghyh.":; 5430 lai: | l 
|: Lihaye ſeen Cloth-chat) was: {ent to Rafia, not many.years ſince, 
that. am; well affur'd;; that 4" gudicious Woollen:Diiaper would 
not give twoiſhillitigs ayard for it, who, knew' its ſervice. . This 
now being become 1o general a Diſtemper, and experienced in 
all our Markets abroad, the ſole deſign-of this Article of out 
Bill, is firſt to redreſs the bad, making of our. Cloth at home, and 
then-to teſtifie the ſame-abroad/by theſe ſignal Letters. of| Refor 
mation, \according:to; the ancient practice.of -Edward 'the Sixth, 
who:commanded-<he fatne; -by:the Letter E Crown'd. £ 
And altho*, there 1s.inothing propas!d.in this Bil .for Refor- 
mation, I hope it will; bs added by better judgment; the only 
offer I can'make is the -hokling Merchants Cloth ea weight, and 
preventing; the excediveRtamingaof it. oo 0 mn 
The-reputation of any, /Gommodity i510: {mall advantage to 
the ſale of it; whilft- we-4re in emulation abroad: with other: Na- 
tions : And-were our:care in improving the Woollen Manufa- 
cure anſwerable to the benign fayour of Providence, in afﬀford- 
ing us means and incouragements, we muſt certainly out-ſhine 
the whole World in this exccHent Commodity: But the \ma- 
nagement of the Woolten-Manufadture, co bring it to its)due 
perfection, requires as great care, 'experiefrge, and judgment, as 
any Commodity in the Engliſh Nation; and to have itundertaken 
by all ſorts, that have not been-duly and regularly brought.up to 
it, is a great diſcouragement ta.the Trade ic ſelt,-and thoſe that 
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are induſtrious th it, and brings a. greit dif.cepntation vport the 
Commodity 'it felf, Theſe abuſes being regulated, we ſhould 
build upon a* fure foundation, and- the very Terk: niay becofrie 
ſharers ti our late deliverance. LIT PAL PE-I0 


"And this brings me tothe laſt part 'of our Bill, chat'all long 
Cloth fhall be made of one limited length. 
It appears in former Statutes *, that it was as great * Quarro 
2 Penalty for making Cloth too lotig-as roo ſhort. Jacebi cap. 
In the firſt pl#ce, We find it a/great eaſe '*in Trade, * 
by a =p ther Gevr! of our Merchants Cloth,at fo mach the whole: 
Cloth,ir preveritsmanyineconveniencies in thedifficulty of meafare;. 
and there car beno preſervation of this, bur by "the exaReſt cer- 
tainty that we can arrive to in our Riigths. And ſhottld weonce 
break: bounds-in -rhis particular, there would be 'no ftop, the: 
Merchants deſme wonld grow larger than' our Pimber'ro'make 
Stotks to. mill the Cloth, and we thould 6nly Hereby endearoir 
ro* ſupplant*tacti'orher ih Trade, by giving privately a little fat- 
cher allowance hereicd,, 48911 
And in the'next'place, many parts of the wages belonging to! 
the Trade, having" a long time been {ettled ar fo: much by the: 
Cloth, 'it will come hard upen'theJaborions' part of the Trade ; 
and it would likewiſe be/ too Heavy x'btthen to our Pack-Horſes, 
in'ſo long '«' Jotrney. And/ Fthink this grievance wants little 
more ground for Reforntation,/having been already tedious : And: 
thus much for what particalarly relates to our Bill. Yo 
Several Obje&ions-arife #gainft our Bill, but the moſt plauſible, 
That it will ruine all chi little Clothiers, if they are forc'd to come 
6p to AI} finall quantities of Cloth, " | 
The making of a leff quantity of Cloth than a Bail, which is 
five Cloths, and in value thirty five or forty Pounds in the Aer- 
chants way, is an Obſtruction to the Sale. The FaRorage of 
theſe is five and twenty Shillings : This being faved, ic will very 
well bear the charge of the Journey. '' And Experience ſhews us; 
that few-lictle Clothiers, that now make any Cloth, but do come 
np with their Cloth, alcho* they fave nothing by their Jonrney;. 
and there could not” be one Journey in two faved, as it's now 
managed. 
The trial of advantage or loſs, to little Clothiers, in this caſe, 
muſt chiefly depend, between the kindneſs of. the Merchant, and 
the: 
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the kindneſ of the FaRor.. If a Merebanr. buy fire Cloths of a 
little Clathier,-and in kindneſs to him, order him to :make five 
more,as good, 'and fend them up to him,. and-draw a. Bill upon 
him for the Money ; the kindneſs of. the Merchant in going to 
Blackwell-Hall, ind ordering the Hall-Keeper to fend them in to 
- bi} will as well fave a-Clothier a Journey as the Factor 3 and 
if half the FaRtorage be: allowed on' the Price to the Merchant, 
- It wilh be fele. | | 
"And. if Trade was. in the- old Channel, that Cloth was ſold 
for rexdy Money, ithe litcle -Clothier need not; fear the Sale 
of his Cloth in -a-time of. demand for Cloth; if he came up in 
a doll crime, alittle abatement would always find ready Money ; 
and” if. he had/his Money, 'and made but the. ſame quantity of 
> Cloth again; the. Money earned by his Family out of the Cloth 
would .be ,conſiderable. And the Factor can do no more to 
{ell Cloth in- a;dulltime, than-cthe Qlothier himſelf, But, quoth 
the Factor, wethen lead;the. Glothier Money-: This, by the rule 
Salomon; at the firft Rroke, inverts the order, and puts the Ser- 
vant in the Maſter's place, whio tells us, That the Borrower is Ser- 
vant toithe Lender ; and from whence this Money. came,. I ſhall 
not inquire :., This ſmelc a little of the Cask to the Committee. 
| * This kindnefs is like a Bucket of Water to. a; dry, Pump, only ro 
ſet\z ſtream going, which.will ſoon. bring the-poor Clothier in- 
to a Diabetz. . The Money will be: fare .co be wanting-at ſuch a 
time that his Price mult be beaten down, to procure it, ,or the 
Fattor become M:rchant, which-is. worſe. ---What Laocoon obſery*d 
of the Grecigns, may be very ſerviceable.to us in an offer'd kind- 
nel from" a Factor, ; Times. Danavs. &r: dons ferentes © Some. pri- 
vare (lefign being at the end of it.;z,and I wholly ; ſubmir-herein 
co the Experience that thefe:Clothiers have found. | 
Many miſerable Inſtances. have appear'd of Jate years at the 
death of thoſe .Clothiers:that are in this way. of "Trade, - which 
would be. too tedious to: relate; as in the. Cale of. Arundel .and 
Gardmer, in the County | of Gloceſter, the one making eight or 
ten Cloths a-Week;- and-the other .twelve or fourteen, both dy- 
ing-in this flouriſhing Trade3- the one left not above; one hundred 
Pounds to his own Relation, and the other never paid his own 
juſt Debts in the Country. 
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-Another tumuleuous 'Clamour ariſes:againſt our Bill; from the 
Pinion Intereſt, purſuing the exa&t meaſures of Demetrits, the 
. Silver-ſttridhyfaot by foot. Sir, ye know by this Craft we have aur 
- Wealthy our Crafc is in-danger of being fer'at naught; andall” 
the Intereſt crieth-out for two hours, Great 's Diana'sf. be Ephas+: 
ſians : In like manner, when Pinion-Cloth was like-to be-mark'dv 
in good earneſt. | Eebork 47 \ 
This narrow-ſpiritell Intereſt, like a drowning Man;  catcherh' 
at every fprig! to ve it ſelf. » Sir, Irs: impoſſible to. make 
eClothec:hold ſix Quarters::\-This exatneſs:willruine: our 
that” make/'courſe Cloth, 'Tf this Bill paſs;J-mifbturn; 
off alb my Weavers ; and in this great. tumule ahd :concourſe, 
mercenary Meſſengers were diſpatch'd with- all Expedition:co 
all Quarters, withblanck Papers to get Subſcriptions to the Factors 
Petition to the Parliament ;- in which hoc Enterpaize, ſome of 
che Undertakers { doubtleſs hoping 'their Wages would riſe ac- 
cording to their Subſcriptions ) per{waded many-of the ignoranc 
Work People, it was to ſuppreſs the Blackwell-Hall Factors, and 
thereby prevail'd. 
Learned Tully, who was a true Patriot 'of his Country, hear» 
tily wiſh'd, thac every Man's Eſtate mighe be proportion'd to. his 
good to the Publick. Should Tuby's wiſh prevail, it woild makes 
a ſtrange Metamorphoſis in our days.” \ | 
Ichink now I can't be thought altogether impertinent.in an 
indifferent Eſſay (keeping within the: compaſs of my promile 3 
mar we are under the ſenſible preflures, of our own :neglet 
and þ $£% ay AOk AIAN | 
| Nothing hath more impoveriſh'd - this Nation, than-the loſs of 
eur (Wool into Frexce, and'the extraordinary growth-of -fo mary 
Wool-broggersin theCity of London,Southwark,and adjacent places. 
I think 'em therefore fic to-be treated upon together, from their ac- 
quaintance : 'The loſs of our ' Wool being! 4m: immediate loſs: co 
oar ſelves, and advance to\. Frere ;; thee quamity may: beberrer 
matleout by orher harids,-burt'upon all accounts very contdetrable:; 
the yalue of our loſs.in ordinary Wosl, is above the worth of the 
Wool/in the Manufaftore 3 in Worſted, Wool; made into/Stock- 
ings, ne Stuffs; Druggets, andthe: like, four or fivertimes tha 
valueof the Wookz che:mecting us abroad at Markets withiour own 
| Grawth; ' the-inconraging theirawn _ y a:mitture. of _ 
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nk wotking ſo much cheayerin France, had- need of a better 
Arithmerician\ for the ſumming it up: 

The: Woobhrogger, in being 5nftcumental to the infefng the 
Woollen Manufacture, andloling its reputation abroad; as like- 
wile 4 TSEIM Aro:.nor * miſtaken.) in: harwandiog! the: for- 

- mer. 


The beginning 'of which growing miſchicf, ( evidently in the 
Woot-brogger, and, Ithitk, ingliely 3 49 the other) 1 compute 
fromthe roeena ages Fm Fame: the Fickt, Ce er 
of .che:-gool!! Stature of Edvard the Sixth, Terr” wr jay 
that had continued in force Seventy years: The. 

1 think, may. be deſcribed in; the patherical Complaige ran : 
Poet in ' a like caſe. - 
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' The condition of the Engliſh Nation ( by .the porn of the 
Scatute of Edward the Sixth ,. Ammo quinto, cap. 6, ) ſeems to run 
parallel with our prefenc, times, where -it is thus exprefs'd, That 
many Clothiers; for lack of "Knowledge and Experience, and ſome of 
extream Covetouſneſs, do daily 'more- and more ſtudy rather to. make 
many, than to make good Cloths, having more reſpe# to their private 
CY and Gain, than the advancement of Truth, and continu- 

nce of the Commodity, - in. eſtimation according to the worrhineſs of it, 
rye and do daily, inftead of Truth, prafiiſe Falſhood 3 and inſtead of 
ſubſtantial making of Clotb, do rat ſlight and ſlender Teh tin? of 
Cloth, by mingling Fell-Wool ana Lambs Wool, &c. FN ſu 

25 Pinions in thoſe Jays. 

After a due care mes in that Statute to- preſerve the "As 
tion of the Woollen-Manufature, by the beſt means that could 
be then thought of, conſulting all Artificers in the Trade, fol- 
lawed the Statute I now-mention, where all Perfons were iiR- 
ly prohibited from buying any ny Wool, upon a double' Forfeiture 
of the value of the ſaid Wool, unleſs they ſpun it into a Yarn; or 
made ic into ſome fort of Manufacture; : and no Clothier to have 
any- aliſtance in ' birying- of Wool, but by Servants, abiding in 
his Manfion-Houſe / which Starate was made in thoſe days with 
2 great deal of debate and Gonlderation, as appears by a remark- 

able 


able-Claulg in the ſaid Statute, which/is almoſt ſingular, that the 
King, ' by - his/ Prockimation, ſhould /Diffolre the Att of Parli; 
meznt.// After five Years Experience, there was an A; 
to the Parliament, -by the Inhabitants of the Town of. Halli 
where dwelt a conſiderable number of poor Traders, that 
not buy Horſes co-ferch in their Wool, but had always been ac- 
cuſtomed to buy fall parcels of the. Wool-Drivers, and carry 
ithome upon-their heads ; and 'rhey defir'd the fame liberty a- 
pain, which, upon-particular confideration, F'find, was obtained, 

t the Statute more ſtrialy confirn'd in the general; and thoſe 
Wool -drivers of Helifax were ſtrialy limitced to that Town, up- 
en a double forfeiture'of their Wool; us appears 'by the Stature 
of Philip and Mary ; Secundo & tertio Phil. Marie, cap. 13, © 

Which is plait demonſtration, that they found a benefic to che 
Publick, by that Statute which afterwards continued in force all 
-the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and to the rewentieth of King 
Fames, and then Repealed. The ſtrianeſs of which Statute, and 
- exttaordinary Penalty of Forfeiture of double the: value of the. 
ſid Wool, and remarkable caution, that the Clothier -ſhould 
have no affiſtance in buying of Wool, but by his ownimmediate 
Servants, ſeems to provide againſt this double miſchief: Firſt the 
imbafing of.que Cloth ; Wool being a Commodity that will 
ſhelter mote deceit than the warieſt Buyer can diſcover, as was 
never better known than at this day. | 

In the nexc place, ir ſeems to fence againſt the Exportation of 
our Wool. | ; | 

Ir's very evident, that had we no Recetters, 'we could not be 
liable to theſe French Thieves ; to French Man could come and 
buy Wool openly. | 

The buying of - Wool- being ſtrialy confin'd to the Mant» 
factures, it's unlikely, upon ſeveral confiderations, that they 
ſhould be concerned in this praQice ; nay, I think, almoſt im- 
practicable: Firft, the temotetizfs of their living from the places 
that are proper far this purpoſe, as Suſſex and the like; no Clo- 
thing parts being wichin fifty Miles of it, and thereby. uncapable 
of waicing for 1ſcaſonable times, for the delivery of it to+ Freach 
Shalops. | 

In the next place, This Wool muſt be paid for by French Bills, 
or by ſome French Man living in London : This way is very difficulc 


© be tound out, and-adjuft&d' by one that is: Stranger a* Low- 
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tis icand tHe; pradice it ſelf isidiveRly codtraty to the Intereſt, of 
j jown + 1ei6 inde Rlems/ 1 5: Whert! we. are 
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'\How fair-now: doth all this come to hand. with-theſs Wool- 
broggets; living'iin'Londen, and athacent places? They buy vp, all 
the Wool that grows fair for the praRtice,/ as: Rumnezrarſby: &c. 
Afterwards they: pack it 4ip;7 and leave ir at the'Breeders Houſes, 
antil-conveniencies! of ſending for it : This. being: ready pack'd 
aps] how eaſie isit :to let ſome part be. brought; to Londen, and 
the other to. a; French: Shalop : The buying . part is- in their.own 
and: 6 give no miſtruſt; the-bripging:/part for' Leyden, a 
ſhelter to the: other For France. Communigation with Freych- 
Men-at' London," to -adjuſt; opportunities -of-mgeting at.an exact 
time, and any correſpondence -in Fraxce , by: Lecters . of Com 
merce without notice; French Bills which uſually come over; at 
double uſance, as well. to. be managed by them in pqint of time, 
a5 is poſlible : And that they have been concerned in this pra- 
ice, :I think, is evident by the appearance-of a double quantity 
of ' Wool intheir hanis. '_At the beginning.of our French. Wars 
. Wool was not cheaper to. incourage it in the Buying part: The 
- Qulneſs of Trade gave opportunities of truſting-greater quanti- 
ties to their. old, Traders; and nothing, I think,-but a back door 
ſtop'd could occaſion it. , 
Here: are 4 cobſiderable Party of Men- that flouriſh like Solo- 
wor's Lilies, that neither toyl nor ſpin, that only get a Profit out 
of the Wool, and no way incourage the Woollen-Manufature; 
but on the contrary,a Pack of Wool carried forty Miles backwards 
and forwards, will not make the more Cloth at the Journies 
end, I wiſh I conld fay it would not make lefs. No Farmer that 
hath long Wool, that is fit for Combing, and ſhore Wool that 
is fit for Clothing, but may eaſily have it divided, either by Clo- 
thier or Comber. And in carrying on any conſiderable Trade in 
the Nation, it ſeems a fair queſtian to know, What good to 
the Publick ? = 
By. an Artificer at Mouſe-Traps, we have a ſecurity to our 
Cheeſe and Bacon : By an Ingineer at Pigs-Rings, a check to 
the miſchievous nature of the Swine : By an. Artiſt at Save-alls, 
a thrifty help to make the moſt of the Candle ; The Scavenger 
and Goldfinder are ulcful in their proper Seaſons ;. but Guihowe 
| theſe 
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The true ſpring, of all ſubſtantial Commeree, ought 'toariſe 
from; a real bensfic that accrues; therebyto! the Publick, -cithee 
immediately. to our ſelves, or;which is ſerviceable co 50 prin 
ang-theredy:bripgs home- an! adyatiage, andthe undobbecd oF 
der* of the great Creator of the Univerle, who-did yathiag: in 
Vaiſt. La 1 UG L þ (0) 4s 1 "01 Mitt 
_- The privaje ingrofling of Commodities, to no other endthan 
to adyance the Price, is only \a Private Lncereſk/ preyang (1 pan 
the Publick 3- and/il chink,che fame reaſon te; prejean; Lngroſ- 
ſing MacerialsinLeade, -as;* is; in he concetn di/.Life ;; this 
being -bue one.degree: a remoter cauſe. To. inftan@>at; preſenc 
in. Cochinele, and, indigo, both which are very material Gommer 
dities irs the preſenc courſe of the: Woollem-ManufaQture, and 
boch theſe-Commodizies lately Ingrofſſed, ami! thereby .che Prizes: 
very much Inhanc'd. The: advantage- of” rhis is oaly to the 
Ingrollers. | 4 al: 
- A pound of Cochinele will make no better ' a colour coming 
out of their hands, after advanc'd ten or - fifteen Shillings, than 
-, when they took- it in; This extraordinary profic mult be -made 
good by the 'Publick ;1and indeed this Year it hath been an ex- 
traordinary check ro. fine: Cloth, . ,, 

Nay, to come nearer, great. part of, this private Profic hath 
been made gool by the Officers of our Army; that fight for 
our ſecurity, and the luftre of the Colour, weakened by theic 
_ private Profic. Were the practice of, Ingrafiing, Foreign Commo- 
dities nearly conſidered, it will appear to. be an, advantage 'to 
Foreign Parts, and a+ weakning of our ſelves : 'When a Foreign 
Commodity, by this means, is adyanc'd here, that which fol- 
lows, the Price is adyanc'd abroad, and only an incouragetment 
to 2 dronith Intereſt at home, that hereby. preys upon the Pub- 
lick, and a, Stock that-lieth. lurking 'for this purpoſe, kept.*out 
of Trade, where it might'do good; which is a Grievance apon 
the Woollen-Manufa&ture, which, I hope, will be Redrefsd. 

The Experience of the Growth of France will, I hope, quicken 
our Care in the reviving of. the Statute: of - Edward the Sixth; 
which for its worth to the publick Good, deferveth to be wrote 
inLetters of Gold ; and that the ſeyerity of che Statute againft Ex- 
Porta» 


(2s) 
\portation! of 'Wool will:betuthed" jeg 5the' full Reward bf the 
value df iche Whol: tothe Seireriiby Diſoverer, with'theleift 
trouble that can be contrive@t' And'thit uny Perſort or Porfotis 
charthall be found aiding or affiſtingin theDeſign of Expor- | 
tationat Wool, ſhall beliable- to fo wag Years Impriſonment': 
The bne'Gisev dent)! Mich not anſwered its end in a/ tree triban- 
ing þ arid on eho'othar Hand; wortiing like a"<lear/Reward'to 
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nid for a Proof of the Repeal of the Statute of Edward the 
Sixth{\coutd the Gentlemen in' Sſex truly inform theriſelves of 
the Price of their Wool in the flouriſhing time of Queen Elite 
pro urine? ch 1 dy wg twenty! years 1a paſt,” ] date fay 
ay _ fot having this' Startite -reviv'd; notwithſtandin 
their ab to Exportation :” And:#6' argue that if theſe Wool. 
Broggers Yid not buy* their Wool, it would remain upon- their 
Hands ubfold, is but ſhort-lighted Reaſoning. If a Clothier in 
Wiltſhire conld biiy Wool a Farthing-in a Pound cheaper in Ss/- 
ſex chan tis ©wn County, His'love eo his County wonld "not 
{way that Intereſt, if he had the free command of higown Stock. 
And to deſire {uch Afiſtance as this in a dull cime of Trade 
(which hath always its Ebbings and Flowings) is no other than 
the deſire of a draught of cold Drink in a High Fever, which 
will xgeturn with double Vigour the next Fit ; and People in fach 
2 hear ought to have ſome care took of -them. 

And no need of an- Argument to prove the Sway of private 
Iatereſt, when it halt openly appear roprocure a free Exporta- 
tion of our Wool, and be willing freely to part with fo valuable a 
Jewel ; whoſe Intelle&t muſt be greatly informed, did they con- 
hdetthe low condiriofr of the Nation, when our Wool was car- 
ried abroad tro be Marwufatured, before the days of Edward the 
Third, when the Government was chiefly ſupported by a Duty 
paid out of our Wool Exported ; and when fanrteen pound of 

Wool was fold here tor eighteen-Pence* ; when the 
* Vicefime SubjeRts of Edward I. were fo much grieved atthe Toll 
Fino Hen. 3. they payed outof theit Wool, of Forty Shillings for 
+Vieefimo every Sack t 3 and when there was a Subſidy granted 
tro Edvard IU. of the ninth Fleece, the ninth Lamb, 
and the ninth Sheaf, to carry on a War in France *. 
In thoſe days, whef our Wool was carried a- 
broad ro be Manufatured, and Trade had brought 
home no better ways of railing of Money. And 
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the extraordinary care of Edwa#d the' Thicd to. eqcourage'the 
Manufa&uring of ithere f, by allowing Cloth-works * +. | 
ers of a ſtrange Land more Priviledgethan his own TO Jurn 
SubjeRs : ,The encreaſe of which, hath plainly En- ”; 1k bop 
creas'd 'the Riches of this 'Narion, aJewel of greats! 7 + 
er Valve than rightly cunderftoody:actording-to''the Judgmehs 
of Famous Coke , who computes that Nine Parts in Ten 'of our 
exparted Commodities do 'come from the Sheeps Back. The 
Vahue of Woot indeed is not ehough' unilerftood' amongſt ns, 
orat leaſt coo lirtle coffidered ; a Commodity capable off being 
converced :a}moſt any Ute; 'and adapted to the Humour and 
uſefulneſs of ' hor and cold Climates ; ' and (tilt carrying 4 rue 
Meric with it, not only the Bread of che Nation, but; like Samp- 
ſon's Locks, in it conſiſts our Strength and Security 3 our Foreign 
Trade depending upott the Woollen-Manufacture, and our Ship- 
ping oli Bulwarks; and'if People are/our Riches, and Forragt- 
as well the Support of a War, as the Soldiers that fight che Bat- 
tle ; both oughe jointly robe conſidered 2  And' chat we wane 
People in this Nation, I think admits no queſtion, I will paſs 
by the Conſideration of the immediate.. Advantage to our ſelves 
in the employment of the laborious. part of' the Nation, and: 
« thereby affecting the Value of the other Produce of the Ground, 
and the Uſefulnefs' arid Beauty to our ſelves, in-ſo good andgen- 
(eel a Clothing, and only take notice of its kind Effefts that it 
brings us from abroad. 

And firft of all, (that Right may takeplace) from Tuwrky, by the 
Honourable Levayt Company, abundance of Raw-Silk, Grograins, . 
Yarn, Cotton-Wool j all whictr are "ufeful modities, and 
employ numerous hands' here. From Hamburgh, Germany, and! 
Flanders , . all forts of Linens fditable to all Gocetinia From: 
Spain and the Weſft-Indies, our Bullion, Spaniſh-Wool, Corn, ' Co- 
chinele.. From Ruſs, Demzxck, and. the Eaft Country, Por- 
aſhes, Flax, Hemp, uſeful to our Shipping, all. fabſtaticial 'and 
needful Commodities ; by'which the Merc tecch the Money. 
fron! the Nobility -and/ Gentry, 'in a ſubftanciat Circulacion of 
Afﬀairs ; not Homm-Humms,'and Mall- Malls, Callicoes and/Maf. 
lings for borrowed Bullion. Twas never well with chis Nation 
ſince we have endeavoured ſo much to make a ſhew. withour fiub- 
ſtance; and built Caſtles in the Air for Stock-jobbings. And if 
ſo many Advantages to the Nation, andis excellent acrop of —_ 

rom: 
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frameqhis tale: «Ti Kew e&t of it, when the 
Suckers .and Fr poranvings tear Branches, and a 
Roming Conſt brnon the herd ang of. the- Bond- -woman and 

&rftee 5 h SHES. > { 

Nor is it incanſdectble.how-far.the Artificers i in the Woollen- 
ManufaQture 'do otherwiſe: Contribute to cho Suppore of the 
Governimetit.. 1 | 
- » Theſeare thoſe: good Subjects that chiefly delight in the "a 

ciety'of the: Indiatr Weed, meaſuring time by: the. Pipe ;- and 
will offer 2 Famine in the: Cupboard than the: Box; 
by was g a plenty time of Trade is::too gbod -a'Sheoe-horn: to the) 

quid Exciſe ;. many of thele chufing rather to wear'their Hands 
wy .bard Labour than part wich their Liquor; An Advantage as 
wellto the Crown as the-Farmer. 

And as our Woollen- Manufacture ariſing out of the Country 
doth - yield cheſe' good Advantages, and bring .us home th 
neceſlary Commodities 5 and likewiſe the chief Dependance. of 
eur Trade-:at, home, 5s upon-the Conſumption of theſe Com- 
modities amongſt our ſclyes,” (little Goods brought to England 
that is carried to-ather Dominions, and an Advantage thereby, 
as in Holland. I with I could ſay we: had all our own at the 
firſt Hand :: And if I had-griough of Father Lotimer's Gravity to 
make! a: Wiſh, it ſhould be confin'd co the narrow  compals of-a 
Nutmeg, to rubmy Toaſt that was brought to Englond at rhe firſt 
Hand.) This moſt likewiſe receive its Life, and '/ebb and flow, | 
according to the Revenue of our-Land:: The Streams can't riſe 
Higher than the Fountain © :As our Wool/.encreafes; our Trade; 
as our Trade encrfaſcs, our People.! And what the: witty Cool 
propaſeth in his Agticulture, To haveione Colledge-in each 
niverlicy appropriared.to the encouragement of Hushand: y, 'harh 
much reaſon in it + And had he added the Shepherds Crook to his 
Plovgh it the Field” Arable,: it had: certainly .been_ che proper 
Arms of England.” 

The Value of che; whole Nation at-this time, I dare fay, is. - 
one kitch pace loſt for wanitiof Il to» mapure;--and Money g9 
Stock it,, Ill Husbandry is the © fpring of Povereys! To find 0 
the-true cauſe of this, the Gendleinan , muſt leave the City, and 
come to his ancient Manfion-Houſe in the yur where he 
will find but Five hundred mam _— _ Darga 
the heighth would'keep Sevems.c: 
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Inſhore, The City. hath io drained the Cauntry;.that there 4 


' not Money e let to make..che moſt of Eſtates. .. And.al- 
though we bave bad 4 better-Advantage than our Fore-Fathers in 
the-Retyrn of our;Mane 


y b Ryllept Rachapgh .(a near and lecure 

way: of doing -of Baſing) t were; better, tor-the Cm_— 

they: runt'the fame /Hezard that- they : did. This Practice hat 

Ravens the :Wallet/400 much, upon,.one lide - the City is cum- 
& by its bignak, and the Country ſtarved. 


But I return to the Woollen-ManufaQure : out- of which 
therd is, upor- tnodelt- Computation , - Qne, hungred, thouſand 
Pounds per Armen, carried, away: by thoſe Pepſony;that. no! way 
encourage itz who live ſplendidly, and' neither plough nor ſow, 
which pofltbly may be their.proper part. How valuable this isto 
_ &-publick Good to have ſuch a dead Weight: hanged upon the 
ww ng ae of our Trade, when we are in Competition with 
other Natiofts, is. beyond my Acithmetick, and doubles, in my 
Thoughts, as the: price of a; Horſe at a Penay. a Nail,, Wharſo- 
ever. unneceſſary Charge we ſuffer to clog: this: Commodity, is 
plainly a hindranee to: che publick Good ; And if that Duty thac 
19noW paid outof our Cloth Exported was doubled to the Crown 
ſome way. er.other upon» Importagiqn, it mighe,be our Advan- 


tage.,/; This is but fhooing our Horſe with Lead: (the Simile be- * 


ing at hand) that istb run for our Plate. 


And hereI cannot paſs by the 'Glory-of the Aulnage Court 
without a bule (Obſervation; ts large; Revenye ariling out of the 
Woollen- Manufacture. This Court having made fairer Footſteps 
toArbicary Pobwer in theilate rjmes, than-the High-Commitſhon- 
Court coult attain ko. | Thais Avinagers ficlt feized Cloth, then 
hid Fines, beard their own. Cauſes, and determined ; and what- 
ſoever they impos'd was effeftual Execution before you had your 
Goods : nay, their under Officers made their own Fees : Every 
Jackdiwand Rooke will ſeal 2 Logk from the poor Sheeps Back 
4t@ make; his Neſd caſte. beg 21 ; 


And.as the Eaſt India Campany wiely their Stock, reſolv'd to 
have&-one: Cloth go tor: two as Aylnagers, willing enough to 
haverwa:Clowys; Forres and all, at the old Price of one, 60 

TS +20 * chants, 
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_ or Mahomet inthe {likeneſs of a Ram, ' you may have a Seal at this 


w 
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chats. - Canin appetitu, needs a Phy ficiath.+ Theſe prevail'd 
ewo Years, aid refotv'd to carry” all before 'them, (being ftit! 
flaſh*d- with Succeſs at the Exchequer-Bar;) they ſeiz'd Forty 
Cloths of one Man's that would not peo 4 with their Arbierary _ 


ONT & 


Proceedings, of the value'of Four tiundred Pounds,and kepr them 


almoft a Year, the matter in diſpute being only Ten Shillings 3 and 
one Cloth might have been Pledge- enough, trad chey nothere- \ 
in ſhewn their -Power and Arbitrary Greatneſs; the beft Ware- 
houſe'in Town at thistime for Woollen Goods. - . 


All at vhis Conre wene current on-their tides, being Judge 
a both :''And where they faid-rhe Hares" Ears muſt go 
for Horns, as in the Creation it was, ſo 'Hats, Stockings, Stuffs, 
Serges 3 nay, in our muliſh Commodities,-the Wool muſt beat 
the Sway, and all fammoned ro Court, and accordingly appear'd. 
They had ſcarce paſt by the Kieching-Maids Mopps being made 
of Wool, had not theſharpneſs.of Foon's Temper icaFd:%em; and 
a liquid Entertainment at the Summons, and indeed: buile upon 
valuable Conſideration. Wages without Work is the: way to 
make Men arbitrary and -imperious. Could the. Fleece of the 
Devil be manufactured, when he was to appear upon the- Earth; 


A Office, to ſhew it' ts be a current Commodity, 
Crifinur & and one-better or other in Four. and 'twenty, to 
eft mibi ſepe make a Cloth-mark, was there any thing to 
wecandus A4 be got by it. But this Subje&t hath been well ex- 
partes. Juv. plained; and I hope weare near 4 Deliverance. - 


The laſt thing I humbly offer (having, I doubt, been too tedious 
already) being of great concern to the Publick, and a check to 
the Woollen Manufacure, was the breaking the Company. of 
Merchant-Adventurers. <0 


It evidently appear'd to the Obſervation of the moſt con- 
fiderate makers of Cloth, that had a dependance upon the Haw 
Surgb Trade, that the breaking of that Company in former days, 
was a very deftructive Act to the Clothing Trade 3 and from 
that very time Reputation in the Cloth Trade began to declines 
and che Subſtantial Credit that had been. many Years main- 
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/ ſhipping: off Cloth conſtanely 


c faic Trade, ſhipping 
twice'or three tiriſes a Year,was ſooninterlop'd away. 


- This was introduc'd. by a great pretence: of 'the Dog in. the 
Manger, - and colour of Reformation and Amendment of Trade 
(4 ia mode atthat' time) whichſoom: a din its crue Effects 
bke”che reſt; and che ſame: Cldth:that ' was fold - at Twelve 
Pounds per Gloth,; was -ſoowr brought down ito Fea; and linge 


- by degrees, to Nine, matter of Fact and cobe. proved. 


formers) ta Petition for it, were gratified in their-defice-3- exact- 
ly like the Frogs, who petitioned to Fwfirer for a new King, 
making a great complaine of the d of the Beam. char” he 
firſtſen/ chem : and-to fatisfie their defireiin the contrary, heſent 
_—_ ME oe ran Fe wrtwnn of this. Simile is yery, ml m——_ 

at y, by che extraordinary. Abatements,. cheat _inmea+ 
ſure, only-che-middle of the Cloths paid far: by. fame,: and. & 
nough ſharp'd out of the Clothicr | 10... maintain the |Jater- 
loper Kitchin, as was reckoned in the heighth of thoſe cimes. 
But theſe Merchants were -in great wn ſupplanced them- 
ſelves, in a ſhort cime, by _—_— {art of Merghants that hete- 
by ſprung up, that-are one degree! worſe that.the Stork. . 7 And 
could not-the Devil: appear in atiy Shapes. and: only, known, 
they ſay, by his Clover Foot; 0ne-could :never believe to have 
met a. Factor in \this- ration; | and 'yert;too-twue to make 4 Jeſt. 
Here will be large: Thongs. :cut our of: the publick Hide! to 
encourage his:Commillions from. 'abraad; and; lumpingPenny-- 
worths-of Cloth 1ent: out ; and: ihe King beware ol tis Cu- 
ſtoms when Factors {ell Nutmegs<:- 7 £0111 4 ep 


One would have thought it- impoſſible: for two ſuch oppolite 
Interefts co be. undertakeiuby tha:ſatne Hand; (buc this difficule 
pointmecting wich ſo-greae- Incegrity; and. yalt- Parts, - the De/- 
phian Oradle, by: the ſecret whiſhers af::his:Lips,) is kept as up- 
right as Jaſtice ic ſelf. - Put. ir: eriddhtly appears, that che.Man 
is at*. great pains to :do-:it, for he is forcd :to. chew. all his 
Wotds before he delivers:them/our, that one Intereſt may be 
kept” private from the other ; n not,” thers would be ſuch 

2 


inter- 


interferings, : chat ic: wguld be ioghaffible! c | rt Ry——] 
Merchant, half..Fatdr,zfounds ga with:groat Dill 
| Erprion, jog, wg 4 one. _u in Oo Caſe may my be oy O- 
'Ths 1Lerter tch'd! 8 nt 
| biny.(£0v iis. Frag, owed how good ' 
h am noi{fcnd (fm; fanicthing.cheap3 
| Len leon ineurſdito theEClori 
1.T1:0k gezre c pou and 
i Ju hat :quantifiee: of Cloth! Jews 
from other Parts, and they daily under-ſell us ; ſo that unleſs 1 
; pre « Ws} fn: + \flw'd: 0 frand: fills © ane; big bt the 
gb; Ot be. 1612 Sow 110k 101g] on (Lengintc 
I Won & 10 wage; 03 b2noiinzg ot [mot = gail yl 
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ſervati abwoad}):is only this, © 'Lhat! 
{om6 F - Eu 21 pkcopers ainſi 
i th@'Yinjlsvfle qppolosr: Chart ofccjcs. ro 
ſhall ab wthi Bike litzec-lofi-onr! ©ugiff] Market :fdr whar ing 
thy \plexſ64/ av likewifefoc therSale vtiangy af .their.own' Coune 
ity Goolls, 'at fo-mach per Comp. as-they can make theitiBargeih 
with/fom&Packet oi Facoric'; Thisitbelief'\of. mines grounded, 
upon this! phainvdppgarahce, : That-chel are:the-Meit that! buy: 
the Cloth of us for thoſe Parts 32and': Got :aboverworor three: 
Hamburgh Merchants that now buy any Cloth : What room 
there is. lefe - at «this rate forthe Engliſh: Merchand, 55..to-mewun- 
incelligible ; Ag rs [condice as:the:ancieat:Clori 
thing "Trade th t ry"; \$ſolamen miſerd! /oriogrhabmifſec dos; 
lors, if 1 maybe Ad Hamiliar wichiithe mn rn Bue; : 1 chink, 
both” -6f- the ” ration ceqlanhb (Tantub:th the-Pablick :.| By his: 
means the ſupport ofthe Gredit ofour .Bngih Cloth in Helland and: 
Germany, is, in great meaſura:faller intothe-Power of thoſeFoY 
reign Merchants; for as they' beat down the Price by. their: As: 
gents 
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tie merit and excellency of our) Eygijh Cloth. Ie hereby fol- 
lows, that ouxg Cloth is much imbas'd, which is the beſt means 
co. preferr the Cloth of3rtieiyown Nation, and ſteal che Trade 


from us. FR 


+ The Clothiers carecits good-making'of-Clorh-in {drmer days, 


was evidenedly preſerved by the good judgment of the 'FHiurburgh 


Merchants ;' and' thereby 'we kept the Trade from the Dutch and 
ocher. Nations :: The loweſt Price of Engliſh Cloth is hereby well 
known abtogd. Nay, theſe Packers and Factors having got the 
Sale of :Cloch wholly :into their hands (and rhis Fond Gat 


Foreign TradersY)cheſe-ace the fineſt Mey upon ſtveral'Confidera: 


dions, to be imploy. © ThePacktr hath an advantage in his own 
Trade, and a little: Commiſſion will: ſerve; bur theſe Packers 
and ; Factors hereby, being' pat upon Vying one with another 
wha-fhall get the moſt '"Commiſliions;- which muſt be by the beſt 


+ Penrii\worths / Cloth s breughr;ofie ſcotch lower than the Mer- 


chant himſelf. could! dog -ahdp I'vthink, a very great” difprace 
to::the Engliſh Nation, that our blind fide is foand our by 
excry — | " 


The quantity of Cloth Exported by the old Company of 
Merchane Adventurers, 'compatrd with what hath been ſent out 
theſe late Years in this Channel-.of Trade, together with the 
Price then-and row, is both proof and motive to an eſtabliſh- 
ment of a' new Hamburgh Company, and the privileges that 
the 'Engliſhi\ Merghants enjoy at the Oity of Heamburgh, are too 
great 'to' be flighted: '. 


And if any negle& (in' former days) by the Company, in 
not ſending the +Cloth, near enough for the accommodation 
of the Buyer (which is wiſely to _be . conſidered; a Piece of 
well-made Eng/iſh Cloth not to be ſerit a begging, atid the value 
maintain'd by a wiſe diſtance) that faule is yery ealie to be mend- 
ed ; - Et\felix quem facitwni $9, x 4 


A regular 'management'of Trade; by Companies ,'is nport 
feveral confiderations 3 Fhe- unqueſtionable Intereſt of _ 
Engliſn 
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gents here, upon the Clothier, and have no ſtri&repard to the 
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»plib Nation, as in keeping. up its grandure_ at-home 3 fo 
weed the Price -and Value of our  abraad*:- aver-ſtock- 
ing of a Market will, preſently beat down the valye of 'a/ Com- 
modity ; and this cats never be well gaged by private hands. 
Ic_is true, Thar publick Compgnies may make themſelves of ill 
uſe to the Nation, if they let their privace Intereſt interlope 
upon the Publick, and: endeavour, by: the. delay .of Shippings, 
to keep up the Price of Cloth} too high abroad, and thereby the 
cheaper at] home, as-likewiſe, in the effe&s of Cloth ; This will 
enrich a few, and impoveriſh multitudes. The true Intereſt of 
the Engliſh Nation confiſts'in a free Current of a regular Trade, 
managed with moderate Profie, and a true meric in the Com- 
modity to.preſerve a good Credit abroad, with a vigilant care at 
home to incourags the proper effects of thoſe places that are moſt 
ſervicable to us in taking off our Woollen - Manufacture , -by 
laying a good. Duty upon: the Commadities that herein in- 
terfere, and are brought home wich our Bullion. - As great a 
miſchief as ever, I ehink, happened. to the. Woollen-Manu» 
tacture; , was the great quantity of Bengal-Silk brought home by 
the Eaft-Indis Company ; it viſibly made ſuch a ſtop in the 
- Cloth- Trade, that many poor People were hereby Starved 
- for want of Imploymentr. I | 


And the clearneſs of chis doth ſtrangely refle& upon: thoſe 
Tarky -Metchants that ſend- Money to Twrky, ro bring home 
thereby the more Silk ; -a falſe ſtep in that Trade, which, 
I think, hath been wholly occaſion'd by the loſs of our Cre- 
dit abroad-in our Cloth, and only. to help a Lame 
over the Stile: And no wonder, at the juſt Complaint of: the 
Farmer, when each Man's Rule in Trade hath been his own 
choice, and the -true Intereſt of the Nation for this thirty or 
forty years, like Palianurws, who ſlept at the Helm * 


* Gallico ſomno aut caning. 


And thus, I have humbly offered, ( in an home-ſpun- Stile ) 
a true account of the preſent management and abuſes crept in- 
to the Clothing-Trade, without prejudice or defign ; wherein, 
if no redreſs, it - will be a fair removal of the blame ; being 
very 
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very. much incouraged hereunto, by the numerous -and re- 
Acts of Parliament, made in days, and the fig- 
nal _cirs 'of the Woollen-Manufa&are, by our Anceſtors, in 
minding the higheſt Rank of our Council, by the very ſeats 
they ſate on : And doubt not of your honourable conlidera- 
tion and diſtinguiſhing care of the Country, whereby alone, 
the Glory of our Engliſh Nation may be advanc'd, and we ma 
be fome eclipſe again to the” Great Monarch Lews le Grand; 
having, of- latg years, furniſh'd him with Wings co fly out 
of his own. Territories, abounding in Porrtacque and Nants- 
_- Brandy, and Owl'd out of the Treafure of our Wool, Fullers 

Barth, and Timber 3 our care in which particulars, will lefſea 
the Glory of France, as well in Peace as War, 


